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MSU HoMecoMing 2015 • SpartanS take the World Stage 

Spartan hoSpitality 
Spartan Spirit
 
MSU’s Homecoming weekend, 
October 2-4, 2015, was again special 
for The School, with a scheduled 
“seven events in 72 hours.” 

And for the fourth time in as many 
years, students, alumni, faculty, and 
staff members in The School together 
won “Best Spartan Spirit” in the 
annual Homecoming Parade. In fact, 
The School’s float and participation 
in the parade has won top awards 
11 times in the past 13 years. 

“It is all about the fantastic relationships 
The School fosters,” said Chuck 
Day (BA ’91), The School’s Alumni 
Association president. “Our alumni 
come back to campus in huge numbers 
year after year – and their interaction 
with our students and faculty 
impresses the judges every time!” 

Indeed, for The School, the entire 
weekend began on Thursday, October 
1, with an alumni/student golf outing at 
Forest Akers East golf course on campus, 
pairing students and alumni golfers – 
all organized by the student chapter 
of the Club Managers Association of 
America (CMAA), an award-winning 
club in The School. Lauren Zitny (BA ’16), 
CMAA chapter director of Marketing 
and Fundraising, explained that there 
were contests and prizes, and “everyone 
enjoyed a sunny day of golf and a chance 
to network and form connections 
over some friendly competition.” She 
said, “We truly appreciate the level 
of interaction our School’s alumni 
have among students; it is always a 
reminder of our own potential.” 

Setting the Stage for Spartan Spirit 

That evening at the annual faculty/ 
alumni roundtable 12 faculty members 
discussed their latest research and 
20 alumni related the latest industry 
trends. Also on Thursday evening, 
The School’s kickoff to its Spartan 
Sponsors Mentor Program paired 19 
alumni with over 70 students. The 
program connects alumni and students 
who have similar career interests. The 
mentoring relationships continue the 
entire year, and, for some, a lifetime. 

By Friday, the Homecoming celebration 
in The School was full-swing, starting 
with the meeting of the Executive 
and Appointed Boards of the Alumni 
Association. President Chuck Day (BA ’91) 
facilitated the meeting, which included 
a School update from Director Michael 
McCall, reports from student leaders, 
and committee meetings. Dr. Ron Cichy 
(BA ’72, MBA ’77) was presented with 
the Faculty Member of the Year Award 
from The School’s student Hospitality 
Association (HA) and Alumni Association. 

“There is no question in my mind that 
our School is unique in the level of 
commitment from alumni,” said Alumni 
Association Hall of Fame Member Hans 
Desai (BA ’79). Over 60 alumni attended 
the meeting, with several faculty members 
and students participating, as well. 

Creating an award-winning float 

Broad Business Complex. They didn’t just 
host; they prepared the meal, with Alumni 
Association Vice President Mike Rice (BA ’91) 
making over 100 pounds of his famous Mac 
n’Cheese, every ounce of which was eaten and 
enjoyed by the hungry parade marchers. He 
was assisted by Chuck Day and Allegra Johnson 
(BA ’91) in organizing and serving the event. 

Before the game the next day at noon against 
Purdue, The School hosted a reception at 
Kellogg Center, where MSU President Lou 
Anna K. Simon graciously welcomed School 
alumni, noting The School’s outstanding 
reputation worldwide, and acknowledging 
the many contributions of its alumni to 
MSU and to the hospitality industry. 

Finally the Homecoming game! Another victory 
for MSU, and another halftime presentation 
of the Homecoming float winners. HA CEO 
Karina Thomas (BA ’16) and HA Director of 
Events Hannah Levy (BA ’16) took the field 
to accept the Best Spartan Spirit award. “We 
were so proud!” exclaimed Karina. “It’s a 
thrill to represent our School and accept the 
Spartan Spirit award in front of all the fans.” 

“It’s easy to understand why The School 
always wins this award,” said a smiling 
Lena Loeffler, The School’s coordinator of 
Alumni Relations and Development. “We’re 
hospitable and enthusiastic, we love being 
together, and we love being Spartans!” 

“Hospitality Business students 
have amazing opportunities to 
travel all around the world 
with their internships, for 
study abroad, and to start 
their careers. Our float 
represents all those locations, 
as well as the hospitality 
industry as a whole, with the 
international hospitality 
symbol, the pineapple.” 
Karina thomas (Ba ’16) 
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Break time during the Alumni Association Board Meeting 

Dr. Ron Cichy (BA ’72, MBA ’77) with Chuck Day (BA ’91) 
after being awarded Faculty Member of the Year 

Alumni Association work was concluded 
in time for the alumni to join the 
students at the HA float for the parade. 

With over 150 enthusiastic School 
supporters walking beside the float 
shouting the MSU Fight Song and 
representing the number one public 
Hospitality Business School in the nation, 
the judges made their choice: no one came 
close to The School’s Spartan Spirit! 

After the parade, students and faculty 
joined alumni who hosted a reception 
and prize drawing in the lobby of the 

Mark Auerbach (BA ’65), Sparty, and GaryHernbroth (BA ’79) 

Mike Rice (BA ’91), Dean Gupta, and Chuck Day (BA ’91) 

http:TheSchoolAlumni.com
http:hospitalitybusiness.broad.msu.edu


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATiON Of LEAdERSHip 2015 

Honoring Alumni Association 
Hall of fame inductees and 
industry Leader of the year 

The Waldorf Astoria in New York City 
was again the setting on November 7, 2015 
for The School’s Celebration of Leadership 
which inducted four new members of the 
Alumni Association Hall of Fame, Class of 
Innovators. In addition, Mark Laport, co-
founder, president and CEO of Concord 
Hospitality Enterprises Company, was 
named Industry Leader of the Year. 

The new Hall of Fame members are 
David C. George (BA ’79), president of 
Olive Garden Restaurants; John M. Keeling 
(MBA ’74), executive vice president of 
Valencia Group; John G. Malone (BA ’82), 
area director for Choice Hotels International; 
and John W. Pharr (BA ’69), president of 
Strand Development Company, LLC. 

Nearly 250 alumni, students, faculty, and 
staff members filled the Empire Room, just 
off the famed lobby of the legendary hotel 
on Park Avenue. School Director Dr. Michael 
McCall welcomed the guests, including 
Dean of the Broad College of Business Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta. Celebration of Leadership 
Master of Ceremonies was Alumni 
Association President Chuck Day (BA ’91), 
regional director of revenue management 
for InterContinental Hotels Group. 

Chuck noted the generosity of the evening’s 
many sponsors, as well as the longstanding 
relationship enjoyed by The School and the 
Waldorf Astoria where nine School alumni 
were serving in management and executive 
positions. He also highlighted the 65 select 
students who were present, each of whom 
traveled to New York with the aid of 
scholarships earmarked for student travel.  

“I am very proud that MSU graduates have lifted 
my company’s status and helped lead our integrity & innovation consistent growth as an industry leader.” 
Mark Laport 

President of Olive Garden since 2013, He established Hospitality Counselors, Inc. John talked about his long history Addressing the students, John said, industry Leader of the Year 

Dave George leads a company with 828 in 1990, which merged with PKF Consulting, with MSU, where from 1967-82 there “Find the right partner to have by Co-founder, president and CEO of Concord Hospitality 
restaurants, more than 95,000 employees, where John became senior vice president was always an immediate family your side.”  Develop integrity, he Enterprises Company 
and $3.6 billion in annual sales. He has and shareholder. He has been with Valencia member enrolled. In fact, his father’s said, and build relationships. Find 
demonstrated extraordinary leadership, Group since 2009, which specializes in cousin was legendary MSU President a good mentor, develop leadership 
innovation, and tenacity in the restaurant the development and operation of upper- John A. Hannah, who often stated, skills, and “take on problem 
industry, and has held executive positions upscale and luxury independent hotels.  “Only people are important.”  hotels and tough assignments.” 
with Houlihan’s, Battleground Restaurant Through his 40-year career he has earned John said that is certainly true in Celebration of Leadership Group, LongHorn Steakhouse, and The awards and honors, guest lectured in a hospitality. He encouraged students Mark Laport is the co-founder, 

president and CEO of Concord Capital Grille. He is known for getting variety of industry and academic settings, to “contribute every day as a leader, also Brings 65 School
on the “front lines” in the kitchen and and has even gone back to school to earn using your education and the Hospitality Enterprises Company. He 

with those closest to the action. A mission and values of MSU and Thea Master’s degree in Theological Studies.  founded Concord in 1985, and it has Students to New york City 
leader by example, he has mentored and He is a member of The School’s Real Estate School.” Recalling the words of MSU since become one of the hospitality 

industry’s largest and most respected developed hundreds of individuals in Investment Management Advisory Council. Football Coach Mark Dantonio, 
owners, operators, and developers, his companies, including many, many John said to “reach higher,” and 

Accepting his award, John reminded the with nearly 100 hotels in 20 states and Spartans. He is an active alumnus who to “strive for something greater, 
students, “Anything worth doing is worth two provinces in Canada. Mark has a frequently returns to campus to speak in and give back when possible.” 
doing wrong. . . the first time.” Don’t reputation for energy, integrity, hard classes and recruit interns and graduates. 
be afraid to make mistakes, but “don’t John Pharr has been with Strand work, and good decisions—leading 

In his comments to the students, Dave make the same mistake twice.” Integrity Development Company since he the way in sustainability efforts 
noted with pride the way “our School has is essential, he said. “Always learn with started his career, opening the 312- and giving back to the communities 
transformed the landscape of hospitality integrity. Experience and skills plus room Ocean Front Holiday Inn in where Concord operates. 
business education and remains one of the integrity will see you through to success.” Myrtle Beach in 1971. By 1984, he was 

Under Mark’s leadership, the company top-ranked in the nation. In “student speak,” president of the company, which John Malone has been area director of has earned more than 100 prestigious he said, “#betheobviouschoice.” He urged today has earned a place among
Franchise Services for Choice Hotels since industry awards. This success is the students to “Know what it takes to the leading hotel management 
2012, responsible for cultivating effective driven by Mark’s values, which form make money in your area of responsibility companies in the Southeast. Through 
franchise relationships, owner engagement, the cornerstones of the company’s and how that contributes to the big his career, John served in a number 
and proactive service to clients in central culture: Quality, Community, Integrity, picture success of your business.” In other of leadership positions with the 
and northern Michigan, with 65 properties Profitability, and Having Fun. Mark words, “#makemoney.” Finally, he said, Myrtle Beach and the South Carolina 
across seven hotel brands. He is known for has actively recruited and employed “Remember that in the long run, leadership Hospitality Associations, as well as
building high-performance teams, improving many graduates of The School who he The 65 students at Celebration of Leadership skills will prove to be more important the AH&LA. John is a member of 
performance, and maximizing profits for says, “support and drive tremendous also participated in the weekend’s HX: the than technical knowledge: #bealeader.”     the Appointed Board of Directors 
owners and for Choice Hotels. John is 

for The School’s Alumni Association, results in several of the company’s Hotel Experience, Rooms to Restaurants trade 
John Keeling majored in Middle Eastern actively involved in The School’s Alumni upscale and upper-upscale hotels. I show at the Jacob Javits Center. In addition, and he served for 36 years in the 
Studies at UCLA, served and earned a Purple Association, serving on its Appointed am very proud that MSU graduates United States Air Force Reserves. they engaged in several days of professional 
Heart with the 1st Battalion 1st Marine Board of Directors, mentoring students, have lifted my company’s status He retired in 2006 as a colonel.  development programs hosted by alumni and 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division in Viet Nam, and returning to campus frequently and helped lead our consistent industry partners at a variety of hotels and then earned his MBA at MSU.  for alumni and student-led events.  growth as an industry leader.” 

restaurants in the City, all arranged by The School’s 
With nearly two dozen of Mark’s Student and Industry Resource Center (SIRC). 
colleagues in the audience, Mark 
recounted for the students his early 
career, when he really “learned how 
to sell.” The students were impressed 
with the story of his first hospitality “This event acknowledges the contributions of 
venture, in which he borrowed $500 

from friends to purchase the Girard hospitality industry greats, and demonstrates for 

Diner. He opened another restaurant, 

then built homes, and along the way, our students all the possibilities that are before 

he said, his hard work was noticed, 

leading to opportunities to develop them. We thank the Waldorf Astoria New York, 

hotels. As for the career and success 
 our sponsors, and our honorees.” 
he has had with Concord? “You can 
do it too,” he suggested. “Be charged Dr. Michael McCall 
up, focused, and want to win.” School Director 

CELEBRATiON Of LEAdERSHip 2016 iS on SATuRdAy, NOVEMBER 12! 
David C. George (BA ’79) John M. Keeling (MBA ’74)  John G. Malone (BA ’82) John W. Pharr (BA ’69) Mark Laport, Industry Leader of the Year. 
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CELEBRATiON Of LEAdERSHip 2015 SponSorS 

Thank you to the companies and individuals who helped make Celebration of Leadership possible...
 
corPorAte 
Diamond 
Choice Hotels International 
Concord Hospitality 
Enterprises Company 

Platinum 
Hidrock Properties
 
Hodges Ward Elliott, Inc. (HWE Hotels)            


gold 
Aztec Group, Inc. 
Cambria Hotel & Suites, 
New York-Chelsea 
Continental Building Systems 
Hilton Worldwide 
Hyatt Hotels Corporation 
Olive Garden, Darden Restaurants, Inc. 
Rockbridge 

Silver 
Accent Construction Specialist, Inc. 
BuyEfficient, LLC 
CBRE 
Colliers International Hotels 
Distinction Hospitality 
FRHI Hotels & Resorts 
HREC Investment Advisors 
InterContinental Hotels Group 
K&L Gates 
LG Electronics 
Marriott International 
S&T Bank 
Schneider Downs & Company, Inc. 
Strand Development Company, LLC 
Thomas Hamilton & Associates, P.C. 
Ultimate Software 
Wickens Group 

Bronze 
Beaufort Hospitality 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP 
Clear Springs Development Corporation 
Corporation Service Company 
Davidson Hotels & Resorts 

DH Hospitality Group, Inc. 
Ecolab 
First Commonwealth Bank 
French/West/Vaughan 
Glenrock Distributing 
HD Supply 
Kalisher 
Kane Realty Corporation 
Mill Distributors 
PJ Dick-Trumbull-Lindy Paving 
PNC 
Post, Polak, Goodsell, MacNeill & Strauchler, P.A. 
Royal Basket Trucks, Inc. 
Shaw Industries, Inc. 
Smith Sapp CPAs 
SunTrust Banks, Inc. 

inDiViDUAL 
Platinum         
John Belden (BA ’85) 
Steve & Dana Demetriou 
Dave George (BA ’79) 
Phil Hickey, Jr. (BA ’77) 
Andrew Kartalis 
Mordy Lipkis 
John G. Malone (BA ’82) 
Keith H. McGraw 
Joseph Ryan 

gold 
James F. Anhut (MBA ’85) 
Richard D. Farrar (BA ’73) 
William Gant 
Kevin B. George 
John M. Keeling (MBA ’74) 
Heather K. & Stuart C. Mallard 
Michael W. Murray (BA ’81) 
Wataru Nagata 
Gemini Patel 
Debra Punke 
Debbie & Grant Sabroff (BA ’84) 
Adam Sisselman 
Ken Weber (BA ’77) 

Silver 
Cheryl D. & Dan E. Burdakin (BA ’81)
 
Derek A. Daniels (BA ’94)
 
Dan W. Darrow (MBA ’61)
 
John L. Huckestein (MBA ’72)
 
Glenn Isaacs (BA ’87) 

Sam G. Kartalis
 
Martha Zehnder Keller (BA ’03)
 
Kevin McAteer
 
James McKillips (BA ’75)
 
Annie & John W. Pharr (BA ’69) 

Julie Ritcher
 
Blair Wills (BA ’02)
 
Duane Zuber
 

Bronze 
Mark Auerbach (BA ’65)
 
Neil F. Barnhart (BA ’64, MBA ’65)
 
Alice & Bernard Branca
 
Marc L. Cassier, Jr. (BA ’89)
 
Shelley G. & Ronald F. Cichy (BA ’72, MBA ’77)
 
Richard Conti (MBA ’76)
 
Edwin D. Fuller
 
Edy & Peter Greenberg
 
Kenneth D. Hill (BA ’56)
 
Angeline R. & Carl S. Hren
 
Larry Kaplan (BA ’95)
 
Gerilyn M. & James A. Kustowski
 
J. Bruce Lange (BA ’78) 
Lena & Todd Loeffler 
Bernard Marcus 
Dan H. Mathews, Jr. (BA ’66) 
Sara C. Parks (MBA ’70) 
Lori Schafer & Bob Pierce (BA ’83) 
James F. Rainey 
Richard A. Russell 
Amy C. & Richard D. Vogt 

other 
Jessie Wilson Lindner (BA ’13) 
Lois Schroeder 
Kathleen M. & James W. Swanson 

25tH AnnUAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION/HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION 

2016 DEStinatiOn auCtiOn
 
When it works, you keep a good 
thing going. Each February for the 
past 25 years, students in The School 
have teamed with The School’s very 
generous alumni to produce the 
fundraising Destination Auction.  

This year’s Destination Auction on 
Saturday, February 20, 2016 returned to 
the “Under the Big Top” circus theme of 
the original Auction 25 years ago, and it 
broke all previous records in funds raised. 

MSU and surrounding community members 
filled the Big Ten rooms at the Kellogg 
Center on campus to bid in the Silent 
Auction, which included unique gift items, 
sports memorabilia, and travel packages. 
The Live Auction was just as enticing, 
featuring over 100 elaborate packages: 
hotel and resort accommodations, many 
paired with fabulous dining experiences, 
golf vacations, and/or tickets to theme 
parks, sports events, museums, and even 
zoos. All items were donated by generous 
alumni and friends of The School. 

“It is a testament to our alumni that 
packages come from so many,” said 
Auction Alumni Advisor Chuck Day 
(BA ’91). “And there are a few who 
tap into their networks to provide 
dozens and dozens of packages – 
they are truly our auction angels, 
and have been for many years.” 

For all of the past 25 years, Bob Howe and 
his Epic Auctions and Estate Sales have 
delivered a fast-paced, energized evening 
that has helped raise funds for The School 
and for the two local charities chosen 
by the students. This year the MSUFCU 
Institute for Arts and Creativity at the 
Wharton Center and the Junior League of 
Lansing received a portion of the evening’s 
earnings. As with last year, Epic Auctions 
made it easy to participate off-site by 
encouraging bidders to bid online. 

The event is planned for a whole year 
by a dedicated student Executive Board, 
led this year by CEO Sammi Miller (BA 
’16), COO Kristie Duve (BA ’16), and 
CFO Monica Blaze (BA ’16). They were 

joined on Saturday by hundreds of student 
volunteers.  Assisting every step of the 
way were Auction Advisors Chuck Day 
(BA ’91), Mike Rice (BA ’91), and instructor 
Barry Latoszewski. Mike said, “This year’s 
Auction exceeded our highest expectations, 
both in the value of the packages donated 
and in the amount raised from bidders, 
sponsorships, door donations, and our 
raffle. This success is the result of many 
people working together and giving back.” 

MSU Trustee Melanie Foster, who attended 
Destination Auction, enthusiastically praised 
the entire effort, saying, “What an exciting 
evening! Students were engaged and 
professional at the Silent Auction tables 
and refreshment areas. The Live Auction 
presented amazing possibilities for future 
travel. It took a lot of time, coordination, 
and generosity on the part of the students, 
alumni, faculty, and staff of The School 
to host such a tremendous evening!” 

“We are proud 
to be a part of a 
successful 25-year 
tradition in our 
School,” said 
Sammi, whose 
father Dan is 
the play-by-play 
announcer for 
the Detroit Lions 
broadcasts, 
and has been 
the Celebrity 

MC for Destination Auction for the past 
three years. “The funds raised are used to 
support students, but just as important 
is the learning experience we get in 
organizing and producing what amounts 
to a complex business operation.”  

The evening included a special reception 
for the members of the Junior League of 
Lansing. Bidders were encouraged to make a 
$10 donation at the door, and free food and 
non-alcoholic beverages were available, as 
well as a cash bar. A 50/50 raffle was won 
by The School’s 2013 Emerging Alumnus 
of the Year Matt Anderson (BA ’09). 

Dan and Sammi Miller (BA ’16) 

The School’s Metro Detroit Alumni Association chapter hosted 
a networking, game watch (MSU vs. Purdue), and fundraiser for 
Destination Auction on Tuesday, February 9 at Poole’s Tavern in 
Northville, MI, hosted by Stephanie Lamerato (BA ‘09).  The event 
drew alumni and several faculty members who all brought donations 
and had the opportunity to meet with the dynamic students in charge of 
Destination Auction:  CEO Sammi Miller (BA ’16), COO Kristie Duve 
(BA ’16), and CFO Monica Blaze (BA ’16).  A drawing for various prizes, 
including vintage School gift items, also helped raise funds for Auction.  

Some of this year’s featured 
Destination Auction items 
included the following: 
•	 Two night stay at the Westin Boston 
Waterfront and two tickets to the 
Detroit Tigers vs. Boston Red Sox 
game, plus Detroit Tigers’ #35 Justin 
Verlander autographed jersey 

•	 Two night stay at the storied Condado 
Vanderbilt in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

•	 Two night stay in a king room including 
breakfast for two in the Laurel Court at the 
Fairmont San Francisco in San Francisco, 
plus a $25 gift card to SusieCakes 

•	 Two night stay in a double luxury room 
at The Loews Regency Hotel in New York 
City and a $100 gift card for any 
Hillstone Restaurant 

Alumni, honorees, students, and faculty members at Celebration of Leadership 

pOwErfuL partnErS 
StuDEntS & aLuMni 
uNdER THE Big TOp 
2016 eXeCUtive Board 
for information about the 2017 destination Auction: 
Your Paradise Awaits on Saturday february 25, go to 
www.msudestinationauction.com. 
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ANNuAL gATHERiNg Of LEAdERS 2016 

Extraordinary impact, Leadership Legacies
 
Alumni from The School of Hospitality Business gathered 
in Chicago during the National Restaurant Show for the 
Alumni Association’s Annual Gathering of Leaders. The event 
on May 23, 2016 honored Marc Cassier (BA ’89), corporate 
executive director of Conference Services & Catering with 
Fairmont Hotels & Resorts – Americas, and Mary Winslow 
(BA ’91), vice president of Group Accounts for Luckie & 
Company, as Emerging Alumni Leaders of the Year; Grant 
DePorter, CEO of Harry Caray’s Restaurant Group, as 
Honorary Alumnus of the Year; and Peter Weien (BA ’81), vice 
president and market general manager for Opryland Resort 
& Convention Center Attractions, as Alumnus of the Year. 

Chairman of The School’s Alumni Association Chuck Day 
(BA ’91) welcomed the guests – including Dean of the Eli 
Broad College of Business Dr. Sanjay Gupta – at the Westin 
Chicago River North, noting The School’s historical emphasis 
on leadership and its development of “Alumni who for the 
past 90 years have guided, shaped, and helped define the 
hospitality industry.” The awards were presented by Alumni 
Association Executive Board members Marc Gordon (MBA 
’73), Mike Rice (BA ’91), and Richard Farrar (BA ’73), and each 
honoree provided advice to current students and young alumni. 

Marc Cassier (BA ’89) 
In 2011, Marc became the first-ever corporate executive 

director of Conference Services and Catering for Fairmont 

Hotels & Resorts. With restructuring in 2013, he now 

has the overall strategic responsibility for conference 

services and catering throughout the Americas for 45 

Fairmont hotels, Swissotel hotels, and Raffles hotels. 


While working with Starwood Hotels & Resorts, Marc 
earned numerous awards, including the National Catering 
& Convention Services Director of the Year – North America 
Division two times in the span of five years. Prior to that, 
with Walt Disney World, Marc was the youngest person 
in the company’s 35-year history to serve as director 
of Theme Parks Catering & Leisure Group Services. 

Marc is a generous alumnus, mentoring students through 

the Spartan Sponsors Mentor Program and serving 

on the Alumni Association Board of Directors. He also 

solicits more than 20 phenomenal packages for the 

annual Destination Auction, an invaluable contribution.  


For the students present, Marc shared his 

“six pack of wows:”
 

1. Always look for mentors 

2. Learn everyday 

3. Be yourself 

4. Honesty and integrity rule 

5. Say “Thank you” 

6. Do what you love and love what you do 

Mary Winslow (BA ’91) 
After attending CAREER EXPO in 1990, Mary began her hospitality 

business career as an intern with Marriott International. She joined 

IHG after graduation, displaying creative leadership in a number of 

positions. Mary served as regional director of IHG’s Rewards Club, 

and was director of Partnership Marketing. In that role, she developed 

relationships with more than 45 airlines worldwide as well as global 

credit card, car rental, and telecommunications companies. Mary also 

launched the co-brand loyalty credit card for IHG Rewards. During the 

fall of 2002, Mary expanded her role even further, heading to Singapore 

to act as director of the Asia Pacific division of IHG Rewards Club.  


As IHG’s director of Brand Management for Hotel Indigo, she championed 

and led its repositioning from a midscale to an upscale boutique brand, 

with a focus on creating unique hotels reflective of local culture.  


Currently the VP of Group Accounts for Luckie & Co., a one-of-a-kind 

“human experience” advertising agency, Mary’s extensive experience 

in the hospitality industry drives a more strategic approach to the 

marketing needs of the tourism industry.
 

A member of The School’s Alumni Association Appointed Board of 

Directors, Mary brings her marketing and advertising expertise to her 

position as chair of its Marketing and Public Relations Committee.
 

Mary encouraged the students to be bold, open to new 

possibilities. “Whether running marketing campaigns or working 

with hotel operation teams to bring award winning guest 

experience programs to life, it’s the foundation set by MSU and 

The School that has brought me to where I am today.” 


The lesson? “You have been well-trained at The School. 

You are ready. You are prepared. Your path forward 

is determined by YOU. You are Spartans, and 

Spartans Will—Succeed.”
 

Chuck Day (BA ’91), Pete Weien (BA ’81), Mike Rice (BA ’91), Mary Winslow (BA ’91), Grant DePorter, 
Marc Gordon (MBA ’73), Marc Cassier (BA ’89), and Richard Farrar (BA ’73) 

grant deporter 
Hospitality runs in the blood of the Honorary Alumnus of the Year. 
He grew up living and working in Chicago’s largest hotel, where his father 
Don was a Hyatt regional VP based out of the Hyatt Regency. Grant 
DePorter is the CEO and managing partner of Harry Caray’s Restaurant 
Group (HCRG). Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse opened in 1987, and under 
Grant’s leadership the company is now comprised of seven restaurants, 
an off-premise catering company, and the Chicago Sports Museum. 

In a city that loves its food—and its steakhouses—HCRG has won a bevy 
of awards and is ranked as one of the Top 75 Multiconcept Operators in 
the Country. Its flagship has been voted “Best Steakhouse in Chicago” 
by the Chicago Tribune and many other outlets. With events like the 
destruction of the infamous Cubs Foul Ball and the Annual Worldwide 
Toast to Harry which involves thousands of people in over 120 countries, 
Grant and the restaurant have been seen on the Today Show, Good 
Morning America, and other news and entertainment networks. 

A Chicago sports and history enthusiast, Grant is the author of Hoodoo: 
Unraveling the 100 Year Mystery of the Chicago Cubs. With his extensive 
sports memorabilia collection, he created the Chicago Sports Museum, 
combining his collection with high-tech interactive exhibits. 

Grant has worked closely with Spartans such as Marc Gordon 
(MBA ’73), Kevin Brown (BA ’77), and Mike Fiegenbaum (BA ’74), 
and he supports School interns and hires School graduates.  

Grant dedicated his remarks to his father, whose life 
was a role model for the advice Grant gave the students: 
“Get involved with hospitality-related associations. Network.”  

Be creative – With a father who established many Hyatt innovations 
and set multiple Guinness Book of World Records, Grant has the 
same creative impulses. With the “Annual Worldwide Toast to 
Harry,” or bidding $114,000 for the 2003 Cubs Foul Ball and then 
blowing it up, Grant has certainly lived up to his father’s example! 

Give back to your city – Established by Don, Grant is chairman of 
Chicago Gateway Green, which for 30 years has beautified the 
city with trees, flowers, and public art all the way to O’Hare. 

Networking in the Windy City 

A reception followed closing remarks 
from Alumni Association President Mike 
Rice (BA ’91), allowing the ten students 
who had traveled to Chicago to meet 
with alumni and faculty members. The 
students also participated in 11 professional 
development programs throughout 
the city during their time there. 

“Our Annual Gathering of Leaders 
embodies what we believe in The School,” 
says Chuck Day. “We celebrate 90 years of 
a special kind of leadership, in our industry 
and at Michigan State, consistently 
preparing students to “think like the 
owner” and make their own mark in 
hospitality businesses around the globe.” 

Generous alumni and friends of The 
School sponsored Annual Gathering 
of Leaders. The funds assist a variety 
of programs in The School, including 
student travel to events such as this.  

pete Weien (BA ’81) 
Pete has the financial and operational responsibility for 
the largest non-gaming hotel and convention center in the 
country. Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center/ 
Attractions encompass 2,882 guestrooms, 650,000 square 
feet of meeting and exhibition space, 16 food and beverage 
outlets, and 14 retail stores. He also has direct oversight 
for “Attractions” businesses including Gaylord Springs 
Golf Links, General Jackson Showboat, the 300-room Inn 
at Opryland, and Wildhorse Saloon. Pete’s leadership has 
resulted in record financial success and guest satisfaction. 

During the Nashville Flood in the spring of 2010 Pete 
displayed uncommon leadership, supervising the safe 
evacuation of over 2,000 guests and associates. He 
then coordinated all rebuilding efforts, including 
re-opening planning and the $200 million re-design 
and renovation of the hotel and supporting Attractions. 

Pete gives back to The School, recruiting students 
and graduates to Gaylord Opryland and helping to 
launch their careers. Generous with his time and 
his funds, Pete has assisted students with class 
projects and donated to Destination Auction. 

Among the many lessons Pete learned at MSU 
and The School, he discussed the following: 

The importance of hard work and the personal 
satisfaction of going above and beyond and 
being passionate about excellence. 

Leadership is more than becoming a “cookie cutter” model 
of what you believe companies want. Be yourself and let 
people know you care.  

Continue to build upon the unique and strong set of skills 
that you have obtained through The School. Take advantage 
of all the opportunities that exist in our industry. 

6 • alumni Leader alumni Leader • 7 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK yOu SpONSORS! 

annuaL GatHErinG 
Of LEaDErS aLuMni IN actIoN 
corPorAte SPonSorS 

generation of management, build on the gold Bronze 
efforts of those who came before us, and ryan Meliker (MBA ’05) Midway Airport Concessionaries Harry Caray’s 
prepare the company for greater things.” Restaurant Group North American Concessions Ryan, one of the Alumni Association’s 2010 

Draper & Kramer, Inc. John and his wife Libby have established Emerging Alumni Leaders of the Year, was again The School’s Alumni Association 
two endowments in The School, and quoted in the Wall Street Journal, this time onTHE SCHOOL aLuMni First Hospitality Group, Inc. The School’s Director’s Fund 
John annually hosts an alumni and February 17, 2016 in an article by Craig Karmin Illinois Hotel & Lodging The School’s Hospitality Association student reception during ALIS. on hotel investing. Ryan is a hotel analyst at Association wiLL StaY invOLvED! 

The School’s Student & Industry the investment bank Canaccord Genuity. Luckie & Company Resource Center (SIRC) 
Newby Teas of London A message from 2016-2017 Alumni Alex clark (BA ’09) 

Silver Texas de Brazil Association president Mike Rice emily regan (BA ’10) Alex is the founder of Detroit’s 
The Cubby Bear Bon Bon Bon and what a year she has Emily competed for the United States atWe have a dynamic and other Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises, Inc. had! Alex was named one of Forbes’ the 2016 Summer Olympic Games in Rio. enthusiastic alumni base with Bay Star Hotel Group “30 under 30” and she appeared on She was part of the gold-medal-winning 

a dedicated and influential chef george Azar (BA ’14) Hotel Indigo - the cover of Zingerman’s catalog women’s eight, whose victory was a 
Downtown St. Petersburg Alumni Association that truly In January 2016, the Detroit Metro which featured her products! Alex was historic 11th consecutive major title and 

makes a difference for our Times featured Chef George Azar (BA also featured in the online magazine its third Olympic gold medal in a row. 
’14), who for several weeks had been Entrepreneurs En Vogue in April 2016.School, our alumni and ourannuaL The most decorated transforming his Vernor Coney Island students. There has never been rower in the history GatHErinG in southwest Detroit each Sunday 

a better time to engage with our School.  into Flowers of Vietnam pop-up.  Bob Fish (BA ’88) of the Spartan rowing Of LEaDErS program, Regan has been in 
According to the article, the effort CEO and co-Founder of Biggby Coffee, Don’t lose your valuable Spartan residency with US Rowing inDiViDUAL SPonSorS 
to go from coneys and omelets to a Bob was honored last Fall by the Eli connections—build new ones. since her graduation in 
Vietnamese “supper club” is part of Broad College of Business with the Bronze 2010. She owns eight Diamond Chef George’s larger goal to open a Broad College Outstanding Alumni For the very best in career networking international medals inNeil F. Barnhart (BA ’64, MBA ’65) Peter J. Weien (BA ’81) stand-alone restaurant next to Vernor Achievement Award in Spartan Stadium’s her six years since joiningAndrea Belfanti & Leah Corgel opportunities, here is your Spartan Call which would “serve as an alternative Huntington Club Suites, where he the US Rowing program gold Katrina (BA ’89) & to Action: for folks in the neighborhood who attended the MSU vs. Maryland in Princeton: five gold and Marc L. Cassier, Jr. (BA ’89) James F. Anhut (MBA ’85) may be put off by the trendy high- football game as a special guest of one silver medal from World Championships, Dr. Ronald F. Cichy 1. Make sure you have your professional end restaurants cropping up in other MSU President Lou Ann K. Simon. Chuck Day (BA ’91) one gold from the World Cup, and also earned (BA ’72, MBA ’77) & profile set up in LinkedIn. parts of town, but who are no less Grant DePorter Mrs. Shelley G. Cichy a gold medal in the U23 eight in 2010. In 2013, 
interested in adventurous cuisine.” Regan was a part of the US women’s eight that Richard C. Conti (MBA ’76) John Flood (BA ’80) 2. Search “The School of Hospitality Weldon S. “Bill” set a world-record time at World Rowing Cup Jay Dee Cutting (BA ’61) Marc J. Gordon (MBA ’73) Business at MSU” and join this group. garrison (BA ’46) III in Rotsee/Lucerne, Switzerland. That time Chris Durso (BA ’82) John Belden (BA ’85)Martha Zehnder Keller (BA ’03) of 5:54.160 is a record which still stands. George E. Glover Weldon S. “Bill” 3. Bookmark our alumni website— John Belden (BA ’85), incoming Garrison (BA ’46), age 91, Silver Kenneth D. Hill (BA ’56) “The people in The School of HospitalityTheSchoolAlumni.com. Share it with member of the Alumni Association Hall passed away peacefullyAaron Ide (BA ’98) Business are wonderful. They were always Dan E. Burdakin (BA ’81) other alumni from our School. of Fame Class of the Accomplished on August 15th, 2015.J. Bruce Lange (BA ’78) supportive of me and helped me manage and Kevin Kennebeck (BA ’88) and 2010 Industry Leader of the Year, After completing college, balance my rowing and potential national Jessie Wilson Linder (BA ’13) Click on the Regional Clubs tab and fill out was featured in an article AND on the John G. Malone (BA ’82) Bill returned to MSU team opportunities with my internships Lena L. & Todd J. Loeffler the form at the bottom so we can help get cover of Lodging magazine in April 2016. in 1948 as assistantJames L. McKillips (BA ’75) and other class commitments.” says Emily. Dan H. Mathews, Jr. (BA ’66) 

Michael W. Murray (BA ’81) you involved. This is the best way to develop John is the president and CEO of manager of the MSU 
Saundra Redmond Moton 

Davidson Hotels & Resorts and was Union and took an active role in the the key relationships that will get you ahead.  James F. Rainey (BA ’77, MS ’89) 
noted among Lodging’s Guide to the building of the brand-new, state-of- ernie renaud (BA ’57) Bob Pierce (BA ’83) Seven regional clubs – in Chicago, Detroit, Houston Striggow (BA ’75) Top Management Companies in the the-art Kellogg Center, which opened 

Grant Sabroff (BA ’84) Las Vegas, New York, Boston, Los Angeles, in 1951. Bill was named the hotel’s first All those associated with The School were United States. His interview reveals Ken Weber (BA ’77) 
Zoe P. Slagle (BA ’59, MA ’64) and Atlanta—of The School of Hospitality his optimistic outlook about the general manager, a position he held until saddened to learn of the death of Alumni 

Association Hall of Fame member Ernie Renaud Joseph Shurmur (BA ’91) 1956, when another School alumnus, Business Alumni Association are already lodging industry and discusses the 
(BA ’57). Ernie, along with Mary, his wife of Lou Weckstein (BA ’58) launch of the lifestyle division: Pivot Bob Emerson (BA ‘47), took over. Bill established, and more are forming!    

Hotels & Resorts, which appeals managed hotels for 26 years around the 62 years, were familiar 

to a new generation of travelers.    country and on the island of Jamaica.  and well-loved faces in The
Blair Wills (BA ’02) 

Our regional clubs are both professional and other School, returning to campus He also taught hotel management for 18 
social. Gather to network, meet up to support As for Davidson’s steady growth, John for many years to attend Cheryl Schubel (BA ’93) years, including 7 years at Southwest 

says, “Our company has been around our annual Destination Auction, or connect State University in Marshall, MN, where Les Gourmets, the club andJames V. & Kathleen M. Swanson 
for 42 years and is always evolving and event which Ernie helped with local alums to watch Spartan athletics.  he started the HRI program. He taught 
changing in exciting new ways. Our establish in 1956. Also as one year at Northern Arizona University Remember, you’ll get out of this what you put in. heritage of success creates an ever- a student, Ernie starred in Flagstaff, AZ, and 10 years at Ferris 
raising bar, so we all feel a powerful in “Man in the Kitchen,” 
sense of responsibility to carefully 

State University in Big Rapids, MI, 
a WKAR production. 

steward Davidson through our 
where he was the HRI program director. 
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Ernie’s restaurant career was a credit to President of Weber’s Ken Weber is a 
his Spartan work ethic and his reputation Houston Striggow (BA ’75) member of the Alumni Association’s Hall 
as a great leader. He helped create over of Fame Class of Alumni Leaders and was In a feature 
25 restaurant concepts, led a number of named Alumnus of the Year in 2010. Michael 90 YEarS StrOnG in Dallas’
companies, including Long John Silver’s, is Vice President at Weber’s Hotel and Brian Central Track 
Jerrico, Church’s Chicken, and Fazoli’s. is Vice President of Weber’s Restaurant.  on April
He earned numerous awards, including The School Will 20, 2016, an 
MUFSCO Golden Chain Award and the 

article by 
prestigious IFMA Silver Plate Award. 

Portia Portis Lead the Way A U.S. Navy veteran, Ernie was also active celebrates 
with Mary in their local parishes wherever the new 
they lived. Together they had five children. Thank you to Chuck Day (BA ’91), president of The School’s location to 

Alumni Association in 2015-2016 during a critical transition Dallas ofGood friend to Ernie and Mary and former period. His leadership, wise counsel, countless hours, SusieCakes, Director of The School Ron Cichy says, pOwErfuL MinDS aDDrESS trEnDinG tOpiCS: and selfless work as president and as one of Destination the unique“We have lost a treasure.” He explained Auction’s Alumni Advisors are all immeasurable. Chuck bakery led by Susan Sarich, with Houston The School’s real Estate investment that Ernie was a leader as a student and a exemplifies the reasons The School is known for its involved, Striggow (BA ’75) as CFO.  Houston isleader in the industry. “He always acted Management advisory Council dedicated, intelligent, generous, and giving Alumni. As he a member of the Alumni Association’s with integrity,” says Ron. “The way he stepped into the Chairman of the Board role, he wrote: 
Hall of Fame Class of Coaches.  loved Mary and his family is an inspiration, The School’s Real Estate Investment Management Advisory Council “As Alumni of The School, we have been blessed with a and by the many ways in which he SusieCakes has been a generous donor returned for its annual meeting on campus in April 2016. In addition 90-year-old institution that has managed to not only survive Sarah Welch (BA ’09) gave back to his alma mater he leaves a to School events, and several students to meeting with students, the Council hosted a panel discussing over nearly a century, but has evolved, thrived, disrupted, 

legacy in our School. I will miss him.” have interned with the company. Houston Sarah continues to earn high praise. Named the topic, “The Hotel Consolidation Wave: What It Means to You” and led the way in hospitality business education. Its 
We in The School are proud to funded the naming of the Professor of the executive chef of Detroit’s Republic featuring Ed Watkins as moderator and panelists Mark Johnson, leadership and success have been built upon the careers 
have known Ernie, and honored Culinary Business office in The School’s J. Restaurant in the Spring of 2015, by last Fall Professor of Practice in Finance; John M. Keeling (MBA ’74), Executive of so many successful alumni who since 1927 have shaped 
to call him one of our own.  Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation she had been named Detroit Eater’s Chef of Vice President, Valencia Group; Fred Kleisner (BA ’66), Independent and guided our industry. The industry needed qualified 

Culinary Business Learning Lab. Last the Year, with Republic earning Restaurant Director, Caesars Entertainment and Independent Member, Board of personnel in 1927, so thanks to a group of dedicated alumni, 
Fall he was honored by the Eli Broad of the Year honors. In addition, Republic Managers, Aimbridge Hospitality; Ryan Meliker (MBA ’05), Managing Michigan Hotel Association executives and members, and 
College of Business with the Broad College was named Eater’s “Stone Cold Stunner” MSU administrators, Hotel Training Course began educating Mary roszel (BA ’88) Director, Equity Research REITs and Lodging, Canaccord Genuity, 
Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award. for 2015. The magazine stated, “Sarah outstanding managers and executives. The industry and Inc.; and Chuck Pinkowski, Owner, Pinkowski & Company. 

Co-Founder of Biggy Coffee Mary Roszel continues to produce an exceptional nose- our School have changed dramatically since 1927, but our 
was featured on the cover of Capital Area to-tail eating experience at Republic and Look for “Megamergers Could Spur New Wave, Types of School continues to develop the leaders who will define our 
Women’s Life Style magazine and in an article doesn’t shy away from introducing personal Consolidation” at HotelNewsNow.com for the panel’s conclusions. industry for generations. We look forward to preparing future 
by Ami Iceman-Haueter. Titled “Daring managers, executives, and owners for an intertwined global touches like her family’s recipe for pepper 

hospitality economy; with the creativity that will meet the Dreams & Coffee Beans,” the article led bread. In Republic’s sister restaurant Parks 
demands of millennials and technologically-savvy guests; with “From a one-room schoolhouse to and Rec, Welch further expressed her and for a marketplace that accommodates entrepreneurs founder of one of the fastest growing coffee point-of-view in the kitchen by delivering who foresee the next big opportunity. As we enter our ALuMNi TRAdiTiONS franchises in the country, Mary Roszel’s a chef-driven menu in a laid-back diner.” 91st year, our School looks back with pride, and forward warm personality and outgoing spirit are 
with confidence because, after all, Spartans...WIll.” In addition, Republic has been named one of The college years of these the foundation of her success.” Mary is 

the 2016 Detroit Free Press/Metro Detroit Chevy four alumni span nearly a member of the Alumni Association’s 
Dealers’ Top 10 Best New Restaurants. a half a century at MSU. Hall of Fame Class of Pacesetters. 

The group teamed up in 
mid-October 2015 to race 
on two sailboats and they Martha Zehnder Keller (BA ’03) Jeff Sinelli (BA ’90) 
placed second in their 

In a feature on M.Live.com on March 13, RestaurantBusinessOnline reported in April respective divisions in 
Ken (BA ’77), Michael (BA ’08), 2016, Martha Zehnder Keller discussed The 2016 that Jeff Sinelli’s (BA ‘90) Which the Harbor Town Cup and 

Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn Lodge’s 30th Wich had earned another outstanding and Brian (BA ’11) Weber Calibogue Cup regattas on 
anniversary. Accompanied by beautiful award. Jeff was named The School’s Alumni Hilton Head Island, SC. It runs in the family! Hospitality photos, the articles that also appeared Association Emerging Alunnus Leader in Business, that is. And in January 2016, in the Lansing State Journal and the Saginaw 2011, and is the founder, CEO, and official Weber’s Boutique Hotel was ranked News noted that 5.7 million guests havevibe officer of the sandwich company. An as one of the 50 Top Hotels Near come through the doors of this “anchor article by Peter Romeo stated the following: Universities by CollegeRank.net. attraction” in Michigan’s “Little Bavaria.” 

“Which Wich was named the inaugural 

in Michigan featured in Expedia’s 
an honor bestowed upon the year’s 2015 Best of +VIP Access list, an 
outstanding example of a chain that has annual culmination celebrating hotels 
pushed beyond its entrepreneurial roots throughout the world that have placed 
through sustained, well-managed growth.” highest on member satisfaction scores.  Visit TheSchoolAlumni.com 

Houston Striggow (BA ‘75)  and Dean Gupta 

Photo from HotelNewsNow of panelists Mark LaPort, John Keeling (MBA ’74) and Fred Kleisner (BA ’66) 

Photo by Michelle and Chris Gerard 

Amar Patel (BA ’06), with Naman Hotels; Paul Reddick 
(son of Douglas Reddick (BA ’45); Ed Lyons (BA ’61), 
and Tom Ives (BA ’81), with CBRE Hotels 

Chuck Day with his son Jack 

winner of the Future 50 Pacesetter award, 
Weber’s was also the sole hotel 
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 We celebrate 90 years of studying the business 
of hospitality, remembering the leaders who 
came before and developing leaders for 
tomorrow—securing our legacy. 
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The evening featured the career fair from 5:30- In 2014, Kirk Kinsell, former president of two-day career 
8:30 pm, with recruiters filling all three Big Ten The Americas for IHG, was named The

79
 Fair Draws global 
 Rooms of the Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center, School’s Industry Leader of the Year at 
meeting students and arranging for interviews.  Celebration of Leadership in New York City. Hospitality Business 
 future Leader • Table of Contents Over 854 interviews were scheduled throughout In his keynote address Jimmy Taylor 
the day on Wednesday in Spartan Stadium in companies
 emphasized his five “A’s” for being a CAREER EXPO .................................. I
 HOSpiTALiTy 

COMpANiES 
rooms overlooking the MSU football field. successful leader in the hospitality industry, Les Gourmets .................................... II
 CAREER
 “It’s about connections, and it’s about saying, “You must be approachable, 

STUDEnTS nOnSTOP ....................... IV
 preparation,” said Authella Collins Hawks, accessible, possess a good attitude, maintain 

With this year’s theme “Build Your 
Future,” CAREER EXPO XXXVII offered 

ten professional development programs 
throughout the day on Tuesday, most presented 

by recruiters and alumni. Topics ranged from the 
use of technology in recruiting and interviewing research and career exploration in that area.  

eXPo 
XXXVii 

director of The School’s Student and Industry authenticity, and be accountable.” STUDEnTS COnnECT ....................... VI 
Resource Center (SIRC), which, together with a Ms. Collins Hawks told the students after STUDEnTS wILL ............................... VIII
 

There are many reasons graduates student executive board, implements CAREER the event, “Recruiters praised you for your Scholarships...................................... X
 EXPO each year. “Over many years, we have of The School of Hospitality Business professionalism, business knowledge, 
enjoy a 94% placement rate.  built relationships with some of the premier 90 Years of Leadership involvement in clubs and activities, and 

200 
HOSpiTALiTy 

companies in the world of hospitality.  We also CAREER EXPO is one of them. professional dress.” She also gave a 
continue to grow, adding 16 new companies this sincere “Thank you” to CAREER EXPO The 37th annual Hospitality Business year. All want to return because our students are CEO Emma Dekker (BA ’16) and the professional development, career This publication is made possible  

by grants from The School of
well-prepared, enthusiastic, and hardworking, entire Executive Board “who worked fair, and interviewing extravaganza, adding value to wherever they work.” so hard on behalf of our students.”  held November 2 – 3, 2015, hosted 79 Hospitality Business Alumni RECRuiTERS Indeed, IHG is a company with a long and Association and the Director’s Fund. companies and nearly 200 recruiters Emma was gracious, saying, “CAREER 
fruitful relationship with The School. The from across the nation and from EXPO XXXVII exceeded our expectations.  

every segment of the industry. Each company has consistently recruited and hired Our goal was to continue the long legacy THE VISION of The School ofSchool graduates and its executives serve was seeking interns and graduates of placing students with outstanding Hospitality Business is to be the 
recognized leader in hospitality 

on The School’s Alumni Association Board with that famous Spartan work ethic. companies – companies that know where 
of Directors – including this year’s Alumni to come for the best and brightest.” business education, research,  854
 Association President Chuck Day (BA ’91). 10
 and service. 

THE MISSION of The School of 
Hospitality Business Alumni Association 
is to provide active leadership in support 

The company’s international presence, 
particularly in China, has been helpful to  
Broad College professors and students doing iNTERViEWS pROfESSiONAL 

of the mission of The	School through dEVELOpMENT IHG executives mentor students through  CAREER EXPO is but one example to how companies give back to their communities.  membership participation, image 
enhancement, financial commitment,  

pROgRAMS fOR the Spartan Sponsors Mentor Program,  of the ways in which students in The 
Also of note, The School and its students honored STudENTS and they come to campus to speak in the School have an edge in the industry.  and promotion of synergies among 

students, faculty and staff, alumni, 
InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) as Industry Partner  classroom and recruit interns and graduates.  The business-based curriculum, strong 

of the Year, with Vice President of Sales and Operations in operations and management, The company and its colleagues throughout the community, and industry partners. Jimmy Taylor serving as CAREER EXPO keynote speaker.    asset development, and Think Like industry have donated generously to The School.  
The Owner, forms the foundation.  
In many other ways, The School The School of Hospitality Business 
educates its students for success:  Broad College of Business 

Michigan State University
 •	 Travel	scholarships	assist	student	
travel to industry conferences 
and professional development 
programs around the country. 

•	 Two	400-hour	internships	with	
increasing managerial responsibility 
are required of each student.  
SIRC not only helps students find 
the right internships, but also 
oversees their completion. 

•	 Companies	from	around	the	world	
recruit students throughout the 
year, both online and through 
individual company visits and 
open houses to The School. 

•	 An	extraordinary	alumni	and	
faculty presence in the industry 
and dedication to The School 
connect students to companies and 
opportunities across the globe.  

•	 Almost	a	dozen	industry-associated	
clubs and three major events in 
The School provide leadership 
opportunities and broad 
networking access to students. 

645 N. Shaw Lane  
Room 232 Eppley 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1121 

Phone: (517) 353-9211 

hospitalitybusiness.broad.msu.edu

MSU is an affirmative-action,  
equal-opportunity employer. 
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Jimmy Taylor, Authella Collins Hawks, Chuck Day (BA ’91), and Emma Dekker (BA ’16) Honoring IHG as Industry Partner of the Year 

CarEEr EXpO 2016  
Student Executive Board Members 
Executive Director: Emma Dekker (BA ’16) 

Director of Finance: Cameron Armstrong (BA ’16) 

Director of Professional Development Programs: 
Elena Jeppson (BA ’16), Jen Brostowitz 
(BA ’17), Carolyn Chang (BA ’18) 

Director of Industry Registration: Taylor Zuelch (BA 
’16),  Jordan Hensley (BA ’16), Spencer Ruman (BA 
’15), Katie Smith (BA ’16), Lauren Zaremba (BA ’16) 

Director of Corporate Ambassadors: Kendal Jan (BA 
’16), Lucas Jarrett (BA ’17), Sarah Lerche (BA ’18), 

Director of Marketing: Raymond Wanninger 
(BA ’15), Kaitlyn Mulcahy (BA ’16) 

Director of Data Analysis: Yiren Wang (BA ’16) 

http:hospitalitybusiness.broad.msu.edu


 

 
 

 

 

	

 
	 	

  

 

	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	

 
 

	
 

 

 

MARK yOuR CALENdAR fORtHE 66tH aNNUaLLes GourmetsApRiL 8, 2017Visit our website for details! 

Les Gourmets 20 16 Sponsors 

C  E L E B R A T I N G  6 5  D E L I C I O U S  Y E A R SLes Gourmets 4•2•16 

“ We attempted to provide our guests with a memorable evening, and to uphold 
the tradition of one of the premier events in The School. There could be no 
better group of people with whom to share this remarkable and invaluable 
experience. Our executive board worked so hard and learned life-long lessons 
in leadership and in exceeding expectations – and we had a blast!”
 Les Gourmets, CEO Lauren Lafontaine (Ba ’16) 

Led by CEO Lauren LaFontaine (BA ’16), CFO 
Sara Schumar (BA ’16), and Assistant Director 
Joe Mirsky (BA ’16), a dedicated student 
Executive Board planned and prepared for 
an entire year to host what has become 
an annual MSU treasure: Les Gourmets. 

One hundred thirty-five guests enjoyed a 
sumptuous evening, starting with a reception 
featuring several food stations and unique 
cocktails. There was a cheese presentation 
paired with Arcturos Riesling; caviar and 
crème fresh belinis with Mawby Cremant; 
and oysters on the half shell and fresh shrimp 
with sparkling stout. The students created 
“bubbly with rosewater and rose petals,” 
and “emerald elixir” (whiskey, amaretto, and 
sour), and beautiful ice carvings by Guest 
Chef Scott Miller adorned the reception 
room. Sparty even arrived in his tux! 

Moving from the reception into the 
Big Ten Rooms A & B, guests were 
greeted with tables adorned with 
beautiful flower arrangements and 
gold pineapples. A green and gold 
color scheme evoked the elegance 
of a bygone era. The exquisite menu 
included a first course of port wine-
poached Anjou pear resting on a 
bed of organic greens, Chioggia 
beets, shaved parmigiana-reggiano, 
and champagne vinaigrette. This 
was followed by an intermezzo of 
frozen raspberries in Mawby Cremant 
classic brut. The entrée featured 
a duet of petite filet mignon with 
veal demi-glace, sliced breast of 
Maple Leaf Farms duckling with 
Michigan cherry gastrique, paired 
with a mélange of sautéed foraged 
mushrooms and a blend of black and 

of a truly exceptional menu. Dr. Jeff 
Elsworth announced the year’s Les 
Gourmets scholarship winners: 

•	 Sarah Lerche (BA ’18) 

•	 Stephanie Ragatzki (BA ’17) 

•	 Chelsea Donahue (BA ’16) 

•	 Kortnie Bush (BA ’16) 

•	 Courtney Smallwood (BA ’16) 

The evening ended with a dessert 
reception where guests enjoyed 
various mousses and delicacies 
from the award-winning Bon Bon 
Bon of Detroit, owned by past Les 
Gourmets CEO Alexandra Clark 
(BA ’10). All items were served 
with cherry apple hard cider. 

Over 80 student volunteers from 
The School joined the Executive Board 

The Les Gourmets Executiv

•	 Jim Meyer and Northern lakes Seafood & Meats 

•	 Dick Minor and S. Abraham & Sons 

•	 Houston Striggow (BA ’75) and SusieCakes 

•	 Bell’s Brewery 

•	 Short’s Brewery 

•	 Mawby Wines 

•	 Black Star Farms 

•	 Kindred Wines 

•	 laFontaine Automotive Group 

•	 Stephanie Jackson and Union 
Square Hospitality Group 

e Board 

•	 Aaron (BA ’98) and Karie Ide 

•	 Marc Cassier (BA ’89) 

•	 Stu Wolff (BA ’82) 

•	 Allegra Johnson (BA ’91) 

•	 lena loeffler 

•	 Tom la Tour (BA ’66) 

•	 David (MBA ’79) and Phyllis Johnstone 

•	 Sabina Wheeler 

•	 Ashley and Michael Schumar 

white quinoa with a spinach soufflé 
stuffed Roma tomato. Each course 

to produce Les Gourmets. They were 
guided by Chef Sherwin, as well as 

was paired with a delicious wine. 

Between courses, guests learned 
about the storied history of Les 
Gourmets from Chef-Professor Allan 
Sherwin (BA ’64), from its humble 
beginnings as a club in 1951, through 
the halcyon years as a black tie dinner 
dance hosting over 200 guests and 
providing lavish entertainment, to its 
current showcase of student talent 

The School’s Culinary Coordinator 
Chef Rick Brown, and Chefs Matt 
Wilson from the Kellogg Center, 
Bob Zehnder from Zehnder’s 
of Frankenmuth, Muhammad 
Siddiqui from Sodexo, and Carl 
Peabody from Michigan State. 

As in past years, generous individual 
and company sponsors enabled the 
students to plan a spectacular event. 

in event planning and the creation 

IIII • future Leader future Leader • III 

Les Gourmets Executive Board leaders 

Dr. Mi Ran Kim MS ’05), Dr. Jae Min Cha (MS ’98), Sparty, 

Dr. James Kim, and Mr. Ki Wan Park
 

A Les Gourmets original, Zoe Peckman 
Slagle (BA ’59, MA ’64) and her husband, 
James Gillespie, with Sparty 

School essentials: staff members (left to right) Karen VanAtta, Jamie Lyon, 
Lena Loeffler, Char Schultz, and Lois Schroeder 
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gHBO 
(global Hospitality 
BusinessOrganization) 
This very active group provided 
fun and education to its members, 
with presentations from MSU’s 
Salsa Dancing Club and a program 
about haunted hotels around the 
world.  Mr. Alan Batey, General 
Motors executive president and vice 

president of North America spoke to the group about how 
GM creates and guest experience and how they learn from 
companies such as Apple and Walt Disney. The students 
went to Frankenmuth to tour The Bavarian Inn Restaurant 
and Zehnder’s Splash Village Hotel & Waterpark, meeting 
93-year-old Dorothy Zehnder, Amy Zehnder Grossi, and Martha 
Zehnder Keller (BA ’03) and hearing their family’s inspiring story. HiGHLiGHtS: 
The group celebrated Chinese New Year with presentations 
and snacks whose authenticity impressed the many Chinese AH&LA club members! Just before the NCAA basketball tournament, 

(American Hotel & 	 the group organized a Sports and the Hospitality Industry 
evening with tight end Josiah Price (BA ’16) discussing his Lodging Association) experiences as a Big Ten athlete and his study abroad in 

In its second year at MSU, this 	 Australia. GHBO also hosted an international foods night 
student chapter participated 	 and an evening with Rebecca Selesky, general manager of 
in hotel site tours not only in 	 Kellogg Center. Members traveled to Chicago in April and 
the Lansing/East Lansing area, 	 toured Pinstripes Restaurant and the Four Seasons Hotel.    
but also at the TownePlace The students organized donations to Toys for Tots and Suites and Hilton Garden Inn contributed to HA’s Adopt a Family during the holidays. in Ann Arbor, The Inn at Bay Harbor in Petoskey, and the MGM During spring, members volunteered at Haven House Grand in Detroit. They also volunteered with the Ingham County and participated in HA’s Relay for Life team.  Animal Shelter and teamed with The School’s Global Hospitality 


Business Organization (GHBO) to help at the local Haven House. 
 pCMA “We have created a solid foundation for the club this year and 

we couldn’t be prouder of our Executive Board and loyal general 
 (professional 
members,” says club officer Hollis Mermelstein (BA ’18). Convention 

ManagementSHfS 
Association) (Spartan Hospitality 
The School’s PCMA food Society) 
chapter earned the 

This group toured several Lewis Quality of 
local restaurants, including Excellence award 
Red Haven Farm to Table from the Broad 
Restaurant, Sweetielicious College for its participation in MSU’s EmpowHER Leadership 
Bakery, AI Fusion, and Studio Retreat at Breslin Center in April 2016. The retreat is a grassroots 
C! In Ann Arbor they toured initiative that empowers young girls through workshops that 
and enjoyed dining at Main focus on topics such as self-confidence, health and wellness, 

Street Ventures’ Chop House. The students also met with and relationship building spearheaded by Women’s Basketball 
Kellogg Center’s State Room executives and toured the Coach Suzy Merchant and the Broad College, as well as Nancy 
foodservice facilities at Ford Field, including a panel discussion Hollis and Lupe Izzo. The effort of  PCMA officers Sarah 
by representatives from Levy Restaurants. They also helped out Anderson (BA ’16) and Christine Wilson (BA ’17) were noted 
at Haven House, preparing and serving meals to the residents. when the award was announced on Friday, August 26, 2016. 

In addition, for the third year in a row, this student CMAA 
chapter won Chapter of the Year at the annual PCMA 

(Club Managers “Convening Leaders” conference. The award provides the 
Association of chapter with $1,000 to fund educational, community service, 

or membership programs during the academic year. America) 
Sixteen of the chapter’s members, including its 

The CMAA Executive Board attended the National Student entire Executive Board, traveled to Vancouver, BC 
Education Conference in Boston in November 2015, touring January 10-13, 2016 to attend the conference. 
several clubs in the area and participating in educational seminars. 

PCMA Director of Events Jordan Hensley (BA ’16) was Twenty-five students attended the CMAA World Conference in San 
awarded one of only five Convening Leaders Scholarships Diego in February 2016, the largest group from MSU to attend the 
this year, which includes complimentary registration, four conference in five years. Chapter members also toured several clubs 
nights of lodging, and roundtrip airfare to the conference. in Chicago and Detroit, held fundraising events, and worked at three 
Christine Wilson (BA ’16) was recognized with the Greater CMAA BMI III sessions on campus.  Volunteering with BMI allows 
Midwest Chapter of the PCMA 2015-16 Student Scholarship the students to network and interact with club executives from 
on February 2, 2016. The award was based on her academic around the country and ask about their career paths and possible 
record and leadership of the PCMA chapter as vice president. internship possibilities. The CMAA group also helped out at Haven 


House—but they volunteered at the MSU Safe Place 5K, as well.   


IV • future Leader 

With many thanks to the hardworking HA Executive Board for 2015-2016: Zach Repke (BA ’16), 
Angela Minielly (BA ’16), Karina Thomas (BA ’16), HA Advisor Authella Collins Hawks, 
Chelsea Donahue (BA ’16), Hannah Levy (BA ’16), and Alex Trompke (BA ’18) 

learning • leading • growing • succeeding
 

Eta Sigma Delta Heart and Soul Award 
Winner for the THIRD TIME of ICHRIE’s Angela Minielly (BA ’16), received a Heart and Soul 
Chapter of the Year! This fantastic award Award during National Volunteer Week recognitions 
was announced in July 2016 at ICHRIE’s April 10-16, 2016. Through the Michigan Campus 
annual summer convention. Congratulations Compact (MiCC), a number of MSU students 
to this energetic and community service- earned the Heart and Soul Award from the Center 
minded chapter, to its officers, and to for Service-Learning and Civic Engagement. 
its tireless advisor, Dr. Jae Min Cha. Angela was nominated for the award by Director 
Earlier in the school year, twenty- of The School’s Student and Industry Resource 
three scholars were inducted into Eta Center (SIRC) Authella Collins Hawks, advisor 

Sigma Delta, the international honor society which recognizes exceptional 	 to HA. Angela served as director of Philanthropy for HA and captain of its 
academic achievement among hospitality and tourism students, on 	 Relay for Life team, becoming the team’s top fundraiser for the past two 
Thursday, April 14. Administered by the International Council on Hotel, 	 years. This year HA raised $8,000, which was $1,000 over the group’s stated 
Restaurant, and Institutional Education (ICHRIE), Eta Sigma Delta was 	 goal and more than $3,000 over last year’s earnings. She also organized HA 
founded in 1978, and The School established a chapter at MSU in 1991. 	 volunteer efforts for Haven House in Lansing and the Greater Lansing Food 

Bank.  Under Angela’s leadership, HA adopted a family during the Christmas In addition, the chapter inducted Alumni Association Hall of Fame 
season, providing personalized gifts for each individual in the family. member Zoe Peckman Slagle (BA ’59, MA ’64) as an honorary 

member, and recognized the service and dedication of the 2015-2016 Academic All-American student Executive Board of The School’s Hospitality Association. 
Lucas Jarrett (BA ’17) was named as one of 

SES USA Archery’s 2015 Collegiate Archery Program 
Academic All-American Award Recipients in the (Spartan Enology Society) 
“male bowhunter” division. These awards recognize 

SES produced and sold wine tasting booklets, the top 10 archers in each division and class ranked 
toured the Grand Rapids Brewing Company, by GPA, with a requirement that they at least place in the top 25 percent 
Crushed Grape, Brewery Vivant, and Martha’s at U.S. Indoor Nationals and that their cumulative GPA through Fall 2014 
Vinyard (Grand Rapids), and tasted and toured be at least 3.0 for undergraduates. MSU’s collegiate archery team is a club 
in Ann Arbor at Weber’s Inn and Restaurant, sport, but it competes against universities where archery is a varsity sport. 
where SES founder is Vice President Brian 
Weber. The group also visited Wolverine presidential Volunteer Service Award 
Brewery, Everyday Wines, and Vinology. 

Derying Liaw (BA ’16), of Taipei, Taiwan, was one of 23 MSU students 
who were awarded the national Presidential Volunteer Service NSMH 
Award for completing 100 or more hours of volunteer services (National Society 	 within a year’s time between 2014-2015. He and the other award 

of Minorities in Hospitality) winners were honored at the 2016 MLK Commemoration Dinner by 
the MSU Center for Service-Learning and Civic Engagement.  

Thirteen members of the chapter 

joined over 750 other students, alumni, 

and industry professionals around the 
 Outreach award country in Washington, DC February 

4-7, 2016 for the NSMH 27th annual 
 Josiah Price (BA ’16), three-time Academic All-Big Ten selection and 
National Conference. Its theme was “Our tight end, won the Outreach Award at the annual student athlete 
Nation, Our House: Diversity Matters.” dinner at MSU in early April 2016. In July he was named to the Wuerffel 

Trophy Watch List and was nominated for the 2016 Allstate AFCE The group was honored with the award for 
GoodWorks Team in recognition of his community service efforts and the “Largest Chapter Membership in the Midwest Region” at the Saturday 
his academic and athletic achievements. Congratulations, Josiah! evening Awards Gala titled “A Capitol Affair.”
 

NSMH Midwest Regional Chair Stephanie MacPherson (BA ’16) is also the MSU 
 Medal of Honor 
chapter’s treasurer. As a member of the National Executive Board, Stephanie 

Jack Allen (BA ’15), last year’s starting center on the MSU football team, is one of 16 leaders from universities all over the nation. She says that the 
was named one of the two Spartans’ 2015-16 Big Ten Medal of Honor annual conference experience this year was “truly a celebration of the beauty 
recipients. According to the Big Ten, this year marks the 102nd anniversary and strength of our diverse members, cultures, and the world we all live in.” 
of the unique tradition of the Medal of Honor, the conference’s most 

NSMH members and executive board members traveled to Las Vegas, NV exclusive award and the first of its kind recognizing academic and athletic 
in October 2015 for the West/Midwest Regional Conference. The members excellence. Big Ten schools currently feature more than 9,500 students 
also toured the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Lansing and the Hyatt Place in East competing in intercollegiate athletics, but only 28 earn this prestigious 
Lansing; volunteered at Lansing City Rescue Mission and the MSU Craft Fair; award on an annual basis. Jack was also named the recipient of the 
visited high school students at Eastern High School for a pre-college outreach Chester Brewer Leadership Award, was a back-to-back first-team All-
event; traveled to DePaul University to attend its Hospitality Career Fair and American, and a two-time first-team All-Big Ten selection. He is one of 22 
a post-event reception with the DePaul Chapter of NSMH; and held a number Spartans to earn four Academic All-Big Ten plaudits. The four-year starter 
of fundraising and social events. Speakers from MGM Resorts International, on the offensive line was voted a co-captain by his teammates in 2015, 
Enterprise, and Pappas Restaurants met with the students, and the NSMH and was one of 135 semifinalists for the National Football Foundation 
national program, Hospitality Week (April 4-8), hosted an event each day.  William V. Campbell Trophy, awarded to the nation’s top scholar-athlete.  

graduate Student forum unsung Hero 
The School conducted its 11th Annual Graduate Trevon Pendleton (BA ’15), who graduated in December 2015 as a 
Student Forum on Friday, April 22 at the Henry four-year letter winner for MSU football, started for three years (28 
Center for Executive Development on campus. games) at fullback and appeared in 49 career games. Last year, with 
Ten students earning Master of Science degrees MSU trailing 23-14 at No. 12 Michigan with 9:25 remaining in the game, 
in Hospitality Business Management shared Trevon had a career-long 74-yard reception to the UM 1-yard line 
15-minute presentations of their research, that set up an LJ Scott touchdown run and cut the Spartan deficit 
conducted under the guidance of faculty to 23-21 in the eventual 27-23 win over the Wolverines. A former 
members. Eight of the students graduated in walk-on who was given a scholarship in 2013, Trevon was given 
May, and two will graduate in December 2016. the Jim Adams Award (Unsung Hero) at the end of the season. 
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Dr. Ray Schmidgall, Dr. John O’Neill, Mr. Matthew Sparks (BA ’94) 
and his assistant, and Dr. Michael McCall 

26th annual Hilton Lecture 
Series Explores Hotel Sales 
and the waldorf astoria 
The art of the deal was the topic at The School’s 26th 
annual Hilton Lecture Series on October 8-9, 2015, 
hosted by Dr. Ray Schmidgall, Hilton Hotels Professor 
of Hospitality Business Financial Management. 
Alumnus Matthew Sparks (BA ’94) spoke to 
undergraduates on the sale of the Waldorf Astoria New 
York in early 2015. Sparks is the senior vice president 
of luxury, lifestyle, and full-service development for 
Hilton Worldwide, leading the company’s corporate 
and luxury brand growth and development in North 
America. The academic speaker was Dr. John O’Neill, 
professor and director of the Center for Hospitality Real 
Estate Strategy at Penn State University. He addressed 
graduate students, faculty, and staff, sharing a paper on 
the sale of hotels, exploring when and why investors sell. 
Matt (known as “Sparky” at MSU), a member of The 
School’s Real Estate Investment Management Advisory 
Council and its Alumni Association Appointed Board 
of Directors, has been a frequent featured speaker 
at a number of industry events, including the NYU 
Hospitality Investment Conference, The Americas 
Lodging Investment Summit (ALIS), The Lodging 
Conference in Phoenix, and the Hotel Investment 
Conference Asia Pacific in Hong Kong and Singapore. 
He shared some of the nuances of the negotiation 
leading to the sale of the Waldorf Astoria New York, the 
iconic luxury landmark in New York City that consistently 
recruits and hires students from The School. Several 
alumni are in management and executive positions, and 
for over a decade the hotel has been the site of The 
School’s Alumni Association Celebration of Leadership. 
The Waldorf was sold in February 2015 to 
Anbang Insurance Group Co. Ltd. for $1.95 
billion. The sale included a negotiated 100
year management contract with Hilton. 
Dr. O’Neill, who previously served a five-year term 
as the director of Penn State’s School of Hospitality 
Management, has chaired multiple doctoral committees 
and served on the editorial boards of several Tier 
I hospitality academic journals. He is president of 
the local chapter of the Appraisal Institute and 
the chair of his local Planning Committee. 
In discussing why and when investors sell hotels, he 
explained that the amounts of money that have to be 
borrowed in order to purchase a hotel have changed 
dramatically over the past five years. The LTV (loan to 
value) was typically 50-60% in 2010. Today it is 70-75%.  
This means the owner has to put up less money, and by 
itself this could result in a higher valuation for the hotel. 
Dr. O’Neill discussed the importance of the hotel sale 
transaction to the overall hotel investment. He also spoke 
about technical issues, including return on investment, 
return of investment, reversion value, and the discounted 
cash flow model. The graduate students were eager 
to learn more, asking and even answering questions.  

“It is so gratifying to see the energy and enthusiasm 
of our students, and to know that our alumni want 
to help and support them,” 
richard farrar (Ba ’73)  

real Estate 
investment 
Management 
Student Leaders Attend 
nAtHic, ALiS, HAMA 
Real Estate Investment Club members Jake 
Beachum (BA ’16), Zach Repka (BA ’16), 
Christy Wells (BA ’16), and Zixuan Zhang 
(BA ’16) traveled to Miami, FL November 
3-6, 2015 to participate in the North 
America Tourism & Hospitality Investment 
Conference at the Fontainebleau Hotel & 

Resort accompanied by club advisor Dr. A.J. Singh. Since NATHIC’s 
inception, The School has served as the conference’s Academic 
Partner, working closely with Nick Diligente, director of Hospitality 
Solutions for Questex, and Ben Isenberg, VP of Global Events. 
The students assisted keynote speaker Barry Johnson, chair 
of the Global FDI Association, FDI advisor, and founding 
executive director of SelectUSA, in compiling background 
research on foreign investment to the U.S. His address 
discussed North American foreign direct investment (FDI) 
trends, challenges, and opportunities – both from a general 
perspective as well as specifically for the hospitality sector. 
The students also had the opportunity to speak with Leland 
Pillsbury, chairman of Thayer Lodging Group, whose keynote 
speech discussed how to be successful as a hotel investor. 
Also assisting with conference registration, booth set up, 
and presentation logistics, the students had an inside look 
at NATHIC operations, as well as an opportunity to network 
with attendees, many of whom are School Alumni. 

“We appreciate the contacts made and the effort of 
Alumnus Richard Farrar to introduce us to several key 
people in the hotel real estate segment.” 
Jake Beachum (Ba ’16)  

President Jake Beachum (BA ’16), VP of Communication Jennifer 
Digiovanni (BA ’16), VP of Finance Christy 
Wells (BA ’16), and VP of Industry Relations 
Cameron Armstrong (BA ’16) all volunteered 
at Americas Lodging Investment Summit, 
the largest hotel investment conference in 
the world, in Los Angeles January 25-27, 
2016. Dr. A.J. Singh accompanied them.  
Co-hosted by the American Hotel & 
Lodging Association (AH&LA) and Burba 
Hotel Network (BHN), which is led by 
School Alumni Association Hall of Fame 
member Jim Burba (BA ’77), ALIS attracted 
the lodging industry’s leading hotel 
executives, investors, lenders, developers, 
and professional advisory community. 
Each student attended a full educational 
session and networking event every day. 
In addition, School Alumni Association 
2010 Industry Leader of the Year John 

Belden (BA ‘85) hosted the alumni/student reception on Tuesday 
evening, drawing a crowd of industry influentials. John is president 
and CEO of Davidson Hotels and Resorts. Alumni Association Hall 
of Fame member Richard Farrar (BA ’73) organized the event and 
assured that alumni connected with the students and with Dr. Michael 
McCall, who traveled to ALIS along with Dr. Bonnie Knutson.  

Cameron Armstrong (BA ’16), 
Jennifer DiGiovanni (BA ’16) 
with Alumnus Richard Farrar 
(BA ’73) at ALIS 

Jennifer DiGiovanni (BA ’16), 
Jake Beachum (BA ’16), and 
Christy Wells (BA ’16) 

talented team 
wins HaMa award 
Cameron Armstrong (BA ’16) and Di 
Wang (BA ’16) earned the top honor 
in a research competition conducted 
by the Hospitality Asset Managers 
Association (HAMA). They presented 
their work on Thursday, April 21, 2016 
at the Westin Copley Place in Boston. 
The team competed against student 
projects from the University of 
Denver, Cornell University, and 
Pennsylvania State. Students 

submitted research papers and PowerPoint presentations on a 
subject chosen from the following topics: social media, OTA’s 
rising costs, rising minimum wage, room design, and Wi-Fi 
solutions. Cameron and Di chose social media, but with a twist, 
presenting “Hotels’ Social Media Activity for Chinese Millennials.” 

first rate faculty 
Faculty members in The School are The crucial connection between 
students and the industry. Each year they exemplify The School’s 
mission to be the recognized leader in hospitality business 
education, research, and service. To see a complete biography of 
each faculty member and view current publications and research, 
go to www.hospitalitybusiness.broad.msu.edu and click on 
“faculty.”  Scroll down and click on “The School of Hospitality 
Business” to find the listing of our fabulous faculty members. 

professors Earn research prize 
Drs. A.J. Singh and Seung Hyun (James) Kim earned Second 
Place Prize for 2016 for their ICHRIE Penn State Research 
Report titled “Macroeconomic Variables and Hotel Performance: 
Good and Bad News.” This is the second year awards have 
been given to the ICHRIE Penn State Research Reports. 

The prize was awarded at the 2016 ICHRIE Summer Conference in 
Dallas, Texas on July 21st 2016, at the start of the second general 
session. The award included a plaque and a cash award of $750. 

Dr. polly Buchanan: 
a Lifetime of Service, 
achievement 
Dr. Polly Buchanan (MS ’80) was honored with 
The School’s Alumni Association Lifetime 
Academic Achievement Award during a 
celebratory breakfast at the annual summer 

conference of the International Council on Hotel, Restaurant, and 
Institutional Education (ICHRIE) held in July 2016 in Dallas, TX. 
Polly is associate professor emeritus at Eastern Michigan University, 
serving there from 1980 until 2014. In addition to teaching in the 
Hotel & Restaurant Management and  Dietetics programs, Polly 
earned the AH&LA’s Certified Hospitality Educator distinction 
in the inaugural workshop in 1992, and over the next 22 years 
taught 62 CHE workshops, each with an average of 15 participants, 
around the world.  If each participant went on to teach at least 100 
students each semester, her efforts have improved the educational 
experiences of at least 9,300 hospitality students every semester! 

Congratulations to Polly, and thank you for your outstanding service. 

Spartans Earn 
awards from 
Michigan Lodging & 
tourism association 
Two individuals in The School were 
recognized at the annual Pure 
Michigan Governor’s Conference, 
hosted by Michigan Lodging & 
Tourism Association April 17 – 19, 
2016 this year in Lansing, MI. They 
received awards that bear the name 

of R.D. Musser and his family, owners of historic Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island. R. D. Musser was an integral part of the world 
class property for over 60 years, first working there as a college 
student in 1951, becoming its president in 1960, and then with 
his wife Amelia purchasing it in 1979.  He passed away in April 
2013. His family continues to own and lead the iconic hotel. 
Dr. Ron Cichy (BA ’72, MBA ’77) was named the R.D. Musser 
Hotelier of the Year at the Monday evening Stars of the 
Industry gala. A general manager early in his career, Dr. 
Cichy returned to MSU for advanced degrees and to pursue 
an academic career. He served as The School’s director from 
1988 – 2014 and continues to teach and conduct research.  
Dr. Cichy was introduced by Bob Pierce (BA ’83), a member 
of the MLTA Board of Directors, a Hall of Fame member of 
The School’s Alumni Association Board of Directors, and the 
General Manager of the historic Dearborn Inn. Bob spoke 
of Dr. Cichy’s positive influence on thousands of students 
and alumni who have gone on to help shape the hospitality 
industry. Under his leadership, Bob noted, The School had 
undergone a significant “rebranding” to become The School: 
the “number one public hospitality program in the nation.”  
The next day, senior Caitlyn Kuskowski (BA ’16) was named 
the Musser Family Grand Hotel Scholar. Recognized for 
her tireless energy as a student leader in the Hospitality 
Association and student chapters of AH&LA and PCMA, 
Caitlyn has also completed an internship with the JW 
Marriott in Austin, TX. She also served as assistant to The 
School’s Alumni Relations and Development Coordinator 
Lena Loeffler. In early April she attended the National 
Automatic Merchandising Association’s annual convention as 
one of The School’s student representatives and is currently 
part of the team at Newby Teas USA in East Lansing. 

tHanK YOu from The School 
•	 Karen VanAtta retired from The 

School and MSU after serving over 
40 years in secretarial support. 

•	 Chris Moening, secretary in The School 
for 20 years, retired after serving MSU for 
nearly three decades. Chris was selected 
by The School’s Alumni Association as 
Staff Member of the Year for 2016.  

•	 Barry Latoszewski retired after 
lecturing since 2007 in HB 349 - 
Facility Maintenance & Systems.  

In their own unique ways, these individuals 
positively influenced our students and assisted 
in The School’s mission. Best wishes to them all. 
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wiLL move on • move up • give back 

The School’s newest alumni receive Special Send Offs 
The School launched its December and May 
graduates into the real world with memorable 
“Newest Alumni” Celebrations at the University 
Club – one on December 19, 2015, and the other 
on May 7, 2016.  Both events were hosted by 
SIRC Director Authella Collins Hawks and the 
Executive Board of the Hospitality Association. 

Members of the Hospitality Association Executive Board with Ms. Hawks. 

In December, sixty-eight students graduated from 
The School, and several of them gathered with 
family, friends, faculty, and staff for a luncheon 
featuring Alumna Martha Zehnder Keller (BA ’03), 
vice president of Sales and Marketing at the 
Bavarian Inn Lodge, as the speaker. Martha 
serves on The School’s Alumni Association 
Executive Board as secretary/treasurer. 

With humor and good fun, Martha encouraged 
the students to stay involved with The School, 
to always wear their name tags, to always 
carry their business cards, to smile, and to be 
known as the person that gets things done. 

In her own career with Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts in Chicago, Martha was able to move 
up quickly because the company could 
count on her. The same is true at the 
Bavarian Inn Lodge. She told the 
graduates that in every case, she 
“knew how to do my boss’s job 
before I was promoted into it.” 

She closed by encouraging the new 
alumni to “Have fun!” She said, “Life 
is too short to waste. Remember 
that your job is your job. You put 
your heart and soul in to your 
work, which is good. But you need 
to have a life outside of work.”    

Then, smiling, Martha said that even 
if they don’t remember a word she 
said, they will be able to figure things 
out – after all, they are graduates of 
The School of Hospitality Business 
at Michigan State University! 

For Spring graduation, the celebration featured keynote 
speaker Alumnus Joe Schurmer (BA ’90), general manager 
of The Henry – Autograph Collection and regional director 
of operations for Greenwood Hospitality Group. Joe is 
uncle to graduating senior Erica Shurmer (BA ’16).  

Special guests on May 7 included John and Becky Duffey, 
the parents of new Alumnus Christopher Duffey (BA ’16) 
who recently made a one million dollar gift to The School. 
Noting that their generous donation would benefit future 
generations of School students, Chris introduced his 
parents, and School Director Michael McCall presented 
them with sincere thanks and a School memento. 

Ms. Hawks introduced the faculty and staff present, 
as well as HA Executive Board members and club 
presidents, thanking them for their tireless efforts 
on behalf of The School. Also acknowledged were 
seniors graduating with honors and high honors.  

Joe Schurmur reminded the students first to thank their 
parents. Joe advised them to embrace an “uncompromising 
work ethic” to meet business challenges posed by 
catastrophic world events; security concerns; the search 
for human capital; a global economy; and understanding 
millennials. “Be flexible, open-minded, patient, humble, and 
forever a student,” he said. “View your role,” he said, “in 
terms of a career, not just a job, and you’ll find your niche.” 

Outstanding Seniors Joe Mirsky and Emma Dekker 

Saying, “We’ll all be Spartan Alumni,” Joe even 
provided each graduate with a business card holder! 

At both events, 2015-2016 HA CEO Karina Thomas 
(BA ’16) thanked Ms. Hawks, saying, “She does 
everything possible to help us.” Karina offered 
the graduates congratulations from the HA 
E-board, saying, “Don’t get lost in the past or 
anticipate the future; be in the present time. 
Stay true to you, strive for excellence and always 
challenge yourself. If you stay true to what you 
believe in, the world is your oyster and the 

opportunities are endless.” In May, she recapped 

some of the meaningful events of the past year 

and said, “Once a Spartan, always a Spartan. 


Don’t lose your passion. Be active alumni.”
 

Voted by their peers, The School’s Outstanding 
Seniors were introduced: Emma Dekker 
(BA ’16), executive director of CAREER 
EXPO XXXVII; and Joe Mirsky (BA ’16), 
who served as assistant director for this 
year’s 65th Anniversary Les Gourmets. 
Emma started her career with Levy 
Restaurants as a human resources 
manager at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in 
Indianapolis, IN. Joe continued a long 
School tradition, joining the Waldorf 
Astoria New York in a management 
training position in food and beverage. 

Each December and May graduate 
received a parting gift from 
HA. Congratulations and best 
wishes to all the new alumni. 

Fall Dale Carnegie PDP  participants with their instructors 

Dale Carnegie and The School: 
Giving Students The Edge 
Bright and early on Saturday morning, October 10, 2015 thirty-five student leaders 
in The School joined Master Trainer Phil Zeller (BA ’96) and Graduate Assistants 
Matthew Anderson (BA ’09), Jeremy Mourey (BA ’00), and Ron Cichy (BA ’72, 
MBA ’77) for a custom-designed, three-hour professional development program 
based on the time-tested principles of Dale Carnegie. The participants represented 
each of The School’s ten industry-related clubs and three annual events. 
Throughout the rest of the academic year, several student leaders also enrolled in and 
graduated from the longer, 12-week Dale Carnegie Course. Fall graduates included 
Sami Weiner (BA ’16) and Kaitlin Smith (BA ’16). Spring graduates were Karina 
Thomas (BA ’16), Sara Schumar (BA ’16), Mary Grego (BA ’16), Lucas Jarrett (BA ’16), 
Stephanie Ragatzki (BA ’16), Taylor Zuelch (BA ’16), and Laura Grissen (BA ’16). 
“Dr. Cichy has long been a believer in the Dale Carnegie practices and their ability to 
transform students’ lives,” says Phil, who has taught the program to School students 
for a number of years. All three Dale Carnegie experiences – the PDP and the Fall 
and Spring semester courses – were funded by an alumnus who prefers to remain 
anonymous and who believes just as deeply in the power of Dale Carnegie principles.  

Dale Carnegie students are given tools to help with: 

•	 Building greater self-confidence 

•	 Strengthening people skills 

•	 Enhancing communication skills 

•	 Developing leadership skills 

•	 Reducing stress and improving attitudes 

Spring 2016 Dale Carnegie graduates and their instructor 

Students Earn CHia 
On December 4, 2015, fourteen of our students were awarded the Certification in 
Hotel Industry Analytics (CHIA). Most of the students are members of The School’s 
Real Estate Investment Club. 
“We are pleased that each student passed the exam,” says Dr. A.J. Singh, Hilton 
Hotels fellow and director of the Hospitality Business Real Estate Investment 
Management minor. “The study program and test are rigorous; the certification will 
make our students stronger and more marketable.” 
The CHIA is offered through a joint effort between the American Hotel & Lodging 
Educational Institute (AH&LEI), the International Council on Hotel, Restaurant, and 
Institutional Education (ICHRIE), and Smith Travel Research (STR). In fact, it is the 
only hotel-related certification for university students graduating from hospitality 
and tourism programs. 

Kaitlin Smith (BA ’16) with her Dale Carnegie 
Certificate and her parents Kathy and Pete 
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SCHOLARSHip AWARdS 2015-2016 
The Hospitality Business Repka, Zach George Schumaker Govardhanan, Kanmani Paul A. Smith F. Brooks and Jan Each year, The School’s Scholarship Committee carefully reviews 
Real Estate Investment Szopko, Rachel Endowed Scholarship Henning, Michelle Scholarship Endowment Thomas Endowed 

applications and awards School “internal” scholarships. It also Management Ussery, Karmel in Hospitality Business Jacquier, Megan for Domestic and Hospitality Business 
Specialization Whaley, Rebecca Jasienski, Kendal Joiner, Taylor International Student Scholarship nominates outstanding students for “external” scholarships Armstrong, Cameron Zhang, Tianyu Lippett, Angel Kempussery, Karmel Hospitality Business Lei, Weng 

which are awarded by outside foundations and organizations. Beachum, Jake Lyon, Hannah Koulouras, Leah Students Travel Nguyen, Anh-Thuy 
DiGiovanni, Jennifer Dr. william and Mrs. Koutny, Audrey Baker, Ciara Shin, Yina Together, these scholarships represent thousands of dollars Joyce Lazer Endowed Louis A. Shaffer LaMarre, Ashley Kingsbury, Ashley Zhang, Zixuan 

earned by deserving students each year. Following is a list of The Hospitality Business Fund in The School of Scholarship Lee , Sue Li, Duojia 
Student Professional Hospitality Business Brostowitz, Jennifer Liang, Hequivi Li, Tiancheng Lou weckstein 

the scholarship winners during the 2015-2016 academic year.	 Development Dryer, Jennifer Nelson, Chelsea Lin, Guye Manoogian, Alis Endowed Scholarship 
Endowment in The Duve, Kristie Lupori, Paige Rulison, Emma Fund in Hospitality 
School of Hospitality Hans R. and nancy MacPherson, Stephanie Ruman, Spencer Business 

Top GPA Award Meade, Jillian Li, Shuzheng The Ivon A. and Lois Business The Chef Robert H. D. Schuler Endowed Manoogian, Alis Saxton, Katherine Bower, Rachel 
Qin, Xiaozhu – Masters Millard, Lauren Lyon, Hannah I. English Endowed Castellano, Laurel nelson Les Gourmets Scholarship for Student Martin, Jacob Schumar, Sara Jeppson, Elena
Crippen, Kristyn – Senior Miller , Anthony MacPherson, Stephanie Scholarship in Chen, Josh Endowed Scholarship Travel in The School of McKinney, Theodora Shurmur, Erica 
Richardson, Kate – Junior Miller , Samantha Martin, Jacob Hospitality Business Anderson, Sarah Hospitality Business Mermelstein, Hollis Smallwood, Courtney winegardner & 
Koutny, Audrey – Sophomore Nicholas, Mackenzie Mermelstein, Hollis Dekker, Emma John L. and Joy L. Kelly, Megan Kettelhut, Sarah Miller, Kathryn Taylor, Jillissa Hammons, Inc. Hotel 

Omelia-Stikeleather, Miller, Samantha Huckestein Endowed LaFontaine, Lauren Levy, Hannah Miller, Samantha Thomas, Karina Student Endowed 
American Hotel & Lodging Lindsay Min, Somang Richard A. Faber Scholarship For Mirsky, Joseph Li, Shuzheng Min, Somang Trompke, Alex Scholarship
Educational Foundation - Patrick, Aaron Minielly, Angela Scholarship Fund Graduate Students Schumar, Sara	 Minielly, Angela Whaley, Rebecca Adams, Heather 
Creighton Holden Memorial Ragatzki, Stephanie Mirsky, Joseph Eckblad, Rachel in The School of 	 Fred A. and Eva G. Mirsky, Joseph Wilgus, Daniel Lee, Ji Woo 
Scholarship Fund Schurmur, Erica Mizia, Vanessa Jacquier, Megan Hospitality Business Lena L. Loeffler Simonsen Scholarship Mizla, Vanessa Wilson, Christine 
MacPherson, Stephanie Smallwood, Courtney Muscat, Joe Joiner, Taylor Schultz, Abigail Emerging Leader Anderson, Sara Muscat, Joseph	 Stuart G. and Elizabeth 

Smith, Kaitlin Nguyen, Anh Ritter, Jayne Yu, Jung Hee Scholarship Anderson, Sarah Nguyen , Anh-Thuy The Statler Foundation S. wolff Hospitality 
American Hotel & Lodging Smyth, Margaret Overcashier, Scott Sappe, MacKenzie Johnson, Julie Baker, Ciara O’Brien, Daniel DiGiovanni, Jennifer Business Students 
Educational Foundation - Taylor, Jillissa Qin, Xiaozhu Szopko, Rachel IFMA - The International Bartosiewicz, David O’Melia-Stikeleather, 	 Endowed Industry John and Becky Steve Hymans Scholarship Wilson, Christine	 Repka, Zachary Gold & Silver Plate J. willard and Alice Batey, Rebecca Lindsay Starwood Hotels Conference Travel 
Armstrong, Cameron Zitny, Lauren Rulison, Emma Foodbuy LLC Society Stipend S. Marriott Endowed Belisario-Pichardo, Patrick, Aaron and Resorts ScholarshipDuffey pledge a $1 Jasica, Michelle Zu, Zihan	 Ruman, Spencer Scholarship Cornejo, David Hospitality Business Rosisnel Qin, Xiaozhu Chang, Carolyn Zuelch, Taylor 

Rumsey, Alexa Cornejo, David Ragatzki, Stephanie Scholarship Bibi, Didi Rabinowitz, Sydney Lerche, Sarah million gift to create a Philip M. Becker Expendable Richard and Cherrill 	 Saxton, Katherine Smallwood, Courtney Dybowski, Rebecca Biles McTier, Katherine Richardson, Kate 
Scholarship in The School Cregar Outstanding Schumar, Sara The IFMA Educational Eby, Thomas Blaze, Monica Rulison, Emma Houston Striggow -named professorship of Hospitality Business Hospitality Student 	 Shurmur, Erica Greater Lansing Foundation Scholarship Eckblad, Rachel Bonello, Emily Skomicka, Madison SusieCakes Endowed 
Armstrong, Cameron Endowed Scholarship Smallwood, Courtney Convention and in The School of 	 LaFontaine, Lauren Hensley, Jordan Brady, Brandon Smith, Kaitlin Achievement 
Kaschalk, Erica Grego, Mary Taylor, Jillissa Visitors Bureau Schumar, Sara Hopkins, Haley Brostowitz, Jennifer Tan, Zhenqi Scholarship in The 

Ragatzki, Stephanie Thomas, Karina Endowed Scholarship Hospitality Business. 	 Smallwood, Courtney Jackman, Emily Bulger, Marty Thomas, Karina School of Hospitality 
The John and Libby M. Smith, Kaitlin Trompke, Alex in The School of Jarrett, Lucas Castellano, Laurel Titus, Joseph Business 
Belden Endowment for Real	 Wang, Di Hospitality Business H. william and Jasienski, Kendal Chatti, Amina Ussery, Karmel McKinney, Theodora MSU Alumni John and Becky Duffey (and parents Estate and Development The School of 	 Wells, Christina Drongowski, Kellie Elizabeth A. Klare Jeppson, Elena Crippen, Kristyn Wagner, Sarah to 2016 School graduate Chris!) have pledged a Student Travel in The School Hospitality Business Whaley, Rebecca Memorial Scholarship Johnson, Julie Davis, Emily Whaley, Rebecca Alan and Bernice Suitor $1 million gift to create a named professorship of Hospitality Business Director’s Fund Wilgus, Daniel The Lester A. Gruber Anderson, Sara Kelly, Megan DiGiovanni, Jennifer Wheelock, James and Automatic Products in The School of Hospitality Business. Armstrong, Cameron Anderson, Sarah Wilson, Christine Memorial Scholarship Basset, Rozenn MacPherson, Stephanie Ding, Anqi Williamson, Andrew International, Ltd. 

John is the president and CEO of Six Flags Beachum, Jacob Armstrong, Cameron	 Yu, Yuanjie in Hospitality Business Chen, Sifan Repka, Zach Donahue, Chelsea Wilson, Christine Endowed Scholarship 
Entertainment Corporation, the world’s DiGiovanni, Jennifer Baker, Ciara	 Zhang, Yunwei Miller, Samantha Henning, Michelle Taylor, Jillissa Edington, Bret Yang, Kexin in Hospitality Business 
largest regional theme park company. Overcashier, Scott Batey, Rebecca	 Zhang, Zixuan Ouyang, Xiyue Hensley, Jordan Whaley, Rebecca Fangwen, Wang Yu, Kaiyue Thomas, Karina 

Repka, Zachary Beachum, Jacob Zuelch, TaylorWhen the gift was announced in February 	 Liu, Lexun Zuelch, Taylor Fata, Annemarie Zentner, Monique Yu, Yanjie 
Beloncis, Zoe	 Philip J. Hickey, 2016, John said, “We are pleased to support the Lu, Shuzheng Gohil, Erica Zitny, Lauren 

business college with a named professorship. The Rodney S. and Anne Blaze, Monica The Hospitality Jr. and Reedy D. Lyon, Hannah Marriott Michigan Gonino, Michael 
It is vital in this challenging and competitive G. Belden Endowment for Boello, Emily	 Business Real Hickey Endowment Min, Somang State University 
environment for alumni to step up and give Operational Excellence and Bower, Rachel	 Estate Investment in The School of Qian, Beibei Alumni Scholarship
back to Michigan State University. As proud Student Travel in The School Bush, Kortnie	 Management Hospitality Business Qin, Xiaozhu Bush, Kortnie 
alumni and parents of a current MSU student, we of Hospitality Business Castellano, Laurel	 Specialization Donahue, Chelsea Schultz, Abigail Grissen, Laura 
understand that attracting and retaining the best Wang, Di Chen, Josh	 Armstrong, Cameron Konkel, Sara Shurmur, Erica Saleh, Farah 
educators are key to attracting and developing Zhang, Yunwei Chen, Sifan	 Beachum, Jake Muscat, Joseph Jennifer DiGiovanni Tan, Zhenqi 
the next generation of business leaders.” Zhang, Zixuan Cornejo, David	 Overcashier, Scott Ruman, Spencer Tang, Chenhui national Restaurant 	 named Statler Scholar Corsi, Christine Peabody, Katherine Schumar, Sara John and Becky earned degrees from MSU in 	 Wang, Jiayuan Association 

Lindus L. Caulum II Dekker, Emma Repka, Zachary Smallwood, Helen	 Jennifer DiGiovanni (BA ’16) won 1982 – John in accounting and Becky in medical 	 Wang, Zixuan Educational 
Memorial Fund Grant DiGiovanni, Jennifer Ruman, Spencer Waldron, Kendra technology. They are known philanthropists, 	 Xu, Ruiying Foundation the coveted Statler Foundation 

having given to educational causes, MSU sports Anderson, Sara Dolan, Amanda Wells, Christina Wheelock, James Xue, Minjun Anderson, Sara Scholarship of Excellence in the 
and to foundations that support children with Ball, Alexandrea Donahue, Chelsea Zhang, Yunwei Yu, Yuanjie	 Fall of 2015. The award is given 
autism and other developmental disabilities. Bartosiewicz, David Dryer, Jennifer	 Zhang, Zixuan Hospitality Finance Shirley K. Pasant to outstanding students who Bonello, Emily Duve, Kristie	 and Technology “John and Becky epitomize what it means to 	 LaTour Family Endowed Scholarship are enrolled full time in a hotel Chang, Carolyn Dybowski, Rebecca The Robert J. and Professionals (HFTP) be a Spartan. They are extremely generous 	 Endowment for Student in Hospitality Business 

Chang, Hen Eby, Thomas Eileen L. Emerson Endowed Finance	 management program and who plan 
philanthropists, they are leaders in our community, 	 Travel in The School of Beachum, Jake 

Cook, Makenzie Eckblad, Rachel Endowment for Student and Technology 	 to pursue careers in the hospitality and they are humble and gracious in all that they 	 Hospitality Business 
French, Christopher Hensley, Jordan Travel in The School of Scholarship	 industry. The award is in the amount do,” said Sanjay Gupta, Eli and Edythe L. Broad 	 Armstrong, Cameron Schmidgall Family 
Hensley, Jordan Hopkins, Haley Hospitality Business O’Brien, Danieldean of the Eli Broad College of Business. “Their 	 Chen, Sifan Endowed Hospitality of $15,000 for tuition, books and 
Kaschalk, Erica Jackman, Emily Anderson, Sarah Schild, Ethan investment shows confidence in the work of the 	 Corsi, Christine Business Financial fees for the 2015-16 academic year.  
Kingsbury, Ashley Jarrett, Lucas Baker, Ciara Ye, Shen College of Business and will allow for the top-	 Dekker, Emma Management Jennifer was an active member 

ranked hospitality school to continue its tradition Kuskowski, Caitlyn Jasienski, Kendal	 Batey, Rebecca Zhang, Yunwei DiGiovanni, Jennifer Scholarship of the Real Estate Investment 
of having the best professors in the business.” Lerche, Sarah Jeppson, Elena	 Beloncis, Zoe Dolan, Amanda Koutny, Audrey Club is now an analyst with JLL’s Majercik, Amy Johnson, Julie Blaze, Monica Hodge Family Fund Donahue, Chelsea 

McKinney, Theodora Kelly, Megan Bonello, Emily of the DuPage 	 Hotels & Hospitality Group. 
Koutny, Audrey tHanK YOu, John and Becky!	 Kettelhut, Sarah Bower, Rachel Foundation 

Levy, Hannah Bush, Kortnie Jaddou, Lars 
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